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Mission
In cooperation with the 
California agriculture 
industry and educational 
institutions, we provide 
primarily elementary 
and secondary school 
teachers and students 
an understanding of 
and appreciation for the 
role of agriculture and 
nutrition in an urban 
and suburban society. 

The California Foundation for Agriculture in 
the Classroom (CFAITC) recently selected 
three California teachers as recipients of 
the 2010 Literacy for Life Teaching Awards, 

sponsored by the Oreggia Family Foundation; 
each teacher being 
recognized for their 
significant contributions 
in increasing agriculture 
literacy among 
K-12 students. 

Sergio de Alba, 
a fourth-grade teacher at R.M. Miano Elementary 
School in Los Banos, was named the overall winner 
of the Literacy for Life Teaching Awards, the 
Foundation’s highest honor. The focus of de Alba’s 
program is the six school gardens he built, garnered 
funding for, maintains, and actively incorporates 
into classroom curriculum. De Alba’s pursuit of 
spreading agriculture awareness extends beyond 
his classroom walls, as he motivates students to 
look at agriculture all around them, every day.

Maureen Marino, a third-grade teacher 
at John L. Golden Elementary in San Bernardino 
County has been selected as the Foundation’s 
2010 Emerging Seed Literacy for Life Award 

Winner. She is being 
recognized for her 
recent implementation 
of CFAITC materials, 
resources and lessons 
into her curriculum. 

“The 48th DAA is what 
got me started in the 
classroom activities 
almost 20 years ago 
when I graduated from 
Cal Poly Pomona! One of 
my award qualifications 
was my many years 

of involvement in the 48th DAA program/
fair through Joan Smith, Past CEO.”

Judy Aschwanden, a high school agriculture 
teacher and FFA advisor at Santa Rosa High 
School in Sonoma County, was named 2010 

Vocational Agriculture 
Literacy for Life 
Award Winner for her 
community-oriented 
agriculture program. 

“We congratulate 
these teachers for 

their hard work in making agriculture a priority in 
their classrooms and for teaching their students 
that agriculture is a part of all of our lives, every 
day,” said Judy Culbertson, executive director 
of CFAITC. This is the second year the Oreggia 
Family Foundation has been the sponsor of the 
Literacy for Life Teaching Awards program. 

The Literacy for Life Teaching Awards 
recipients are selected annually, and all 
California K-12 educators emphasizing 
agriculture in their classrooms are 

encouraged to apply. The 2010 winners will 
have the opportunity to receive awards, 
including $1,000-$2,000 in cash prizes, and 
expense-paid trips to the 2010 National AITC 
Conference in Baltimore, MD, the 2010 CA AITC 
Conference, and the 2010 CA Farm Bureau 
Federation Annual Meeting in Monterey. 

California Foundation  
“Literacy for Life” Award Winners

 “�The 48th DAA is what got me 
started in the classroom activities 
almost 20 years ago!”
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Mushroom Mania!
Everything you ever wanted to 
know about Mushrooms (new to 
Commodities list), Nature’s 
Hidden Treasure, but were afraid 
to ask! See the attached 
Commodity Fact Sheet included 

in this newsletter; it also features lesson ideas and 
plans and much more. (Courtesy of CA Foundation 
for Agriculture in the Classroom – CFAITC)

Did you know?
We have an assortment of these Fact Sheets 
(listed below) which contain one page of current 
facts on a specific agricultural commodity or 
natural resource including information on its 
history, production, top producing regions, 
varieties, and economic value. The list includes:
Agricultural Water
Almonds
Artichokes
Asparagus
Avocado
Beef
Cantaloupe
Citrus Fruits
Cling Peaches
Corn
Cotton
Cut Flowers
Dairy
Dried Plums

Fresh Carrots
Dry Beans
Forest Resources 
Mushrooms
Pears
Pistachios
Plant Nutrients-Nitrogen
Plant Nutrients-Phosphorus
Plant Nutrients-Potassium
Processing Tomatoes
Rice
Strawberries
Table Grapes
Walnuts

Each activity sheet provides specific 
lesson ideas and fun facts for each topic, 
making it easy for you, the educator, to 
incorporate the facts into your teaching.

California Agriculture produces more than 350 
different varieties of fruits, vegetables, poultry, dairy, 
livestock, and related crops. Our state leads the 
nation in more than 110 of these crops including 
some products that are only grown in California.

New Seed Fund-raiser
Visit our website at www.agfair.org and 
click on the Botanical Interests logo on our 
home page to place your seed order online.

Thank you to Botanical Interests, a family 
owned business that sells high quality certified 
organic seeds, for the generous 40% discount 
towards the purchase of seeds for School 
Gardens. www.botanicalinterests.com

Our seed supply is ready for your school 
gardens! We have a few Bee Happy Collection seed 
kits available. Come on in and make your selection. 

Save the Dates! 
April 20th: VIP Fair Preview Night, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Come and enjoy light refreshments and celebrate 
your classroom and schools’ projects. Teachers 
who entered the 2010 fair will be our guests at 
the VIP Night; please RSVP by April 12th. E-mail 
daa48th@aol.com or call 909-468-4433.

April 20–24th: Schools’ Agriculture and 
Nutrition Fair – visit our website at www.
agfair.org for Fair hours and updates.

May 1st: Inaugural Farm Day at Mt. San Antonio 
College, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Come visit the farm on 
campus, see demonstrations and enjoy a hayride.

Countywide Smart Gardening Program 
workshop at 48th DAA, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Call our office to RSVP (909) 468-4433.

Fertile Hatching  
Eggs Available!

Need hatching chick eggs 
for your incubator? Shelly 
Rzonca, a teacher in our 

program, has fertile eggs 
available. Contact her 

ahead of time (the more 
notice the better), so that when you come to check 
out your incubator from the 48th District office, 
you can arrange to pick up your eggs on the same 
trip. A variety of colors and breeds are available, 
which makes for great experimentation (which 
color of eggs hatched first?) The cost, $10/dozen, 
helps fund the “Priscilla’s Eggs” chicken project. 

Contact Shelly at 909-594-2401 or   to 
place your order. Note: You’ll need to stabilize 
the temperature of the incubator for a couple 
of days before egg placement, so keep the 
eggs in a cool place until ready to incubate.

Fair Take-
in Dates 
1st Take-In – See page 
5 of handbook.
April 2nd 	 2 – 6 pm
April 3rd	 9 am – 4 pm

2nd Take-In – See page 
5 of handbook. 
Teachers decorate booths.
April 16th	 2 – 6 pm
April 17th 	 9 am – 4 pm

Bring Fair Entries to: 
�Fairplex, Building 10 
1101 W. McKinley Avenue 
Pomona 91768 
Enter Gate 1 off 
McKinley Avenue

If anyone has any concerns 
about delivering their entries 
to the Fairplex, please 
contact us at 909-468-4433. 
We’re here to help you.

http://www.agfair.org
www.botanicalinterests.com
http://www.agfair.org
http://www.agfair.org
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Important 
Dates
March is:  

National Frozen Food Month  
National Nutrition Month  
National Women’s  
   History Month  
National Umbrella Month 
Youth Art Month 

April is: 
National Pecan Month  
National Poetry Month 
Grange Month  
Straw Hat Month 

Credits  
CFAITC  
Chase’s Calendar  
   of Events 2010

March
  1 	� National  

Pig Day 

  1	 �–7 National Write a Letter of 
Appreciation Week — Send a letter 
expressing your gratitude to someone 
in the broad field of agriculture — 
producers, processors, transportation 
workers, lenders. The list goes on and on! 

  1	 �–5 Newspaper  
in Education Week 

  2 	� NEA’s Read Across America 
Day — Check out the bookshelf for a 
good book with an agricultural theme. 

  7 	�Luther Burbank birth anniversary, 
1849 — Burbank developed hundreds of 
new varieties of plants during his career, 
including the Shasta daisy and the plumcot. 

  8	�–12 National School  
Breakfast Week 

13	 �Genealogy Day — Go dig up that 
family tree. How many generations 
back was agriculture a significant 
part of your history? Have students 
look into their family history for 
relatives involved in agriculture.

14	�–20 National Ag Week — Honor 
America’s providers of food and 
fiber and educate future generations 
about the U.S. agricultural system. 
National Agriculture Day: March 20. 

18 	�National Biodiesel Day — 
Birthday of Rudolph Diesel, inventor 
of the diesel engine. Biodiesel 
doesn’t contain any petroleum and 
is derived from vegetable oils. 

20	�First Day of Spring — Spring finally 
has sprung! Celebrate by planting seeds 
in a garden or in pots to line a windowsill. 

22	�United Nations World Day 
for Water — How important 
is water in agriculture?

More Information: 
California Ag Day: californiafarmer.com
NEA’s Read Across America: www.nea.org 
National Ag Day: www.agday.org  
Biodiesel: http://journeytoforever.

org/biodiesel_link.html

April
  4	–10 National Week of the 

Ocean — Aquaculture is an 
important part of American agriculture. 

  5	–10 Explore Your Career 
Options Week — Tons of careers 

in agriculture don’t have a thing to do with 
growing food. Check out a great Ag career 
web site at www.cfaitc.org/links/  

  5	 �–11 Egg Salad Week — Annually 
held the full week after Easter, this day is 
dedicated to the many uses for the egg, 
and to all the hens who laid them! Have 
you had an incubator experience in your 
classroom? See chick hatching at the Fair.

11	 �Percy Julian’s birth anniversary, 
1899 — Julian used soybean oil and 
soy proteins to invent inexpensive 
alternatives medical treatments. 

14	�Grapes of Wrath  
published, 1939 

17	 �National Auctioneers Day — 
Auctioneers provide an invaluable 
service within the livestock industry. 

22	�Earth Day  
Anniversary 1970 

24	�Robert Bailey Thomas birth 
anniversary, 1766 — Founder and 
editor of The Farmer’s Almanac (first 
issue published in 1793). The Farmer’s 
Almanac is still widely used today. 

24	�–25 California  
Poppy Festival 

30	National Arbor Day — How 
are trees related to agriculture?

More Information:
National Grange: www.nationalgrange.org  
National week of the Ocean: www.

national-week-of-the-ocean.org  
American Egg Board:  www.aeb.org  
National Auctioneers Association: 

www.auctioneers.org  
California Poppy Festival: www.

poppyfestival.com  
Arbor Day: www.arborday.org

Join SCAN!
The Southern 
California Agriculture 
and Nutrition 
Foundation (SCAN) 
was established to 
provide support 
to the Schools’ 
Agriculture and 
Nutrition Program 
— 48th DAA. Friends 
of SCAN receive our 
newsletter, invitations 
to our events and 
annual meeting. 
Call our office 
for an application 
and join today!

and
Join the Albertsons/
Sav-On Drugs 
Community Partners 
Program and your 
eligible purchases 
on your Preferred 
Savings Card will 
result in a donation to 
our program. Details 
are on our web site.

mailto:shelly.rzonca@verizon.net
http://www.nea.org/readacross/
http://www.agday.org/
http://journeytoforever.org/biodiesel_link.html
http://journeytoforever.org/biodiesel_link.html
http://www.cfaitc.org/links/
http://www.nationalgrange.org/
http://www.national-week-of-the-ocean.org/
http://www.national-week-of-the-ocean.org/
http://www.aeb.org/
http://www.auctioneers.org/
http://www.poppyfestival.com/
http://www.poppyfestival.com/
http://www.arborday.org/
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Address Correction Requested

Directions to 48th DAA Office: 
From the 57 Freeway:  Exit at Temple, go 
West. Turn right on Bonita, turn right at the stop 
sign. Continue straight through parking lot. Stay 
to the left and turn left onto Farm Road. 
Follow directional signage.
 
From the 10 Freeway: Exit at Grand, go South. 
Turn left at Temple, turn left at Bonita, turn right at 
the stop sign. Continue straight through parking lot. 
Stay to the left and turn left onto Farm Road. 
Follow directional signage.

Evaluation Survey
The 48th DAA’s collaborative work with Mt. SAC 
on a grant from the USDA has enabled several 
exciting activities in the coming months. Such 
activities include Farm Day, May 1st, Agri-Camp 
in June for High School students, and Mt. SAC 
students serving as Agriculture Ambassadors to 
area K–12 schools and a variety of college events 
during which the 48th DAA will be providing 
information about agriculture and agriculture-based 
careers — the main focus of the USDA grant.

In addition, the grant has enabled an evaluation 
of the impact our curriculum kits and resources 
have had on teachers and their students. Over 
the next few weeks, an online survey will be 

administered to teachers to gauge their awareness, 
utilization, and impact of the many curriculum 
resources available through the 48th DAA.

Through this grant 48th DAA has 
additional funds to purchase resource 
supplies for teachers. Do you have 
two (2) thoughts (wishes) you want 
the 48th to consider purchasing? Send 

your 2 wishes to daa48th@aol.com.

We want to see you at the Fair.

Major sponsors
State of California, Department of Food & 

Agriculture, Division of Fairs & Expositions
Mt. San Antonio College
Industry Manufacturers Council
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